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Serological survey of Q fever in goat in Taiwan, 2008-2010
Li-Hsuan Chen
Abstract

Coxiella burnetii, the pathogen of Q fever, is a commonly existed zoonotic disease all
over the world except New Zealand. Q fever was already in Taiwan since 1989, and
steadily existed till now. Q fever becomes one cause of the abortion in ruminant and
causes economic loss in Taiwan, especially in goat farms. To realize serological
distribution and change of Q fever in goat, all sera collected from all over Taiwan were
tested by ELISA. The overall seropositive rate of goat in 2008, 2009, and 2010 were
17.9% (384/2142), 23.4% (685/2923), and 28.8% (530/1841), respectively. The positive
rate by farms showed 55.9% (38/68), 69.3% (79/114), and 71.8% (51/71).To prevent and
control this disease, the farmers of goat should be well informed and educated about
characteristics of Q fever. Also, they should know how to treat excretion after animal

delivery separately to limit spread of C. burnetii.



