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Survey or Not Survey:
Retrospection of Rinderpest Surveillance in Taiwan
Fan Lee

Abstract

Rinderpest, cattle plague in German, is a disease of cloven-hoofed animals.
Clinically, acute form of this disease is characterized by pyrexia, the progressive
development of shallow erosions on the gums, tongue, cheeks and hard palate,
together with serous or mucopurulent ocular and nasal discharges. Alimentary
tract involvement is marked by the development of diarrhoea or dysentery, leading
to severe dehydration and depression. Mortality can be high. In spite of bovine
species, sheep, goats, pigs and wild ungulates may also be affected. The disease’s
etiological agent, rinderpest virus, belongs to the genus Morbillivirus within the
family Paramyxoviridae.

To eliminate rinderpest from the planet, The Food and Agriculture Organisation
of the United Nations launched a Global Rinderpest Eradication Programme in 1992,
calling for eradication of the virus by the year 2010, and the goal was achieved in
2011. Asto our country, the last outbreak of rinderpest occurred in 1949, following
an introduction of infected pigs from Hainan Island. The outbreak was controlled
instantly and since 1950, the disease has never seen in Taiwan. Although the
disease has ceased for decades, a serological surveillance has kept conducted since

1994 to support the free status from rinderpest.



