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A serological surveys of Simian Retrovirus in macaques
Chyi-Sing, Hwang

Abstract

Specific pathogen-free (SPF) experimental animals are now commonly requested
for research purposes. Common definition of SPF in nonhuman primates (NHPs) is
free of Mycobacterium tuberculosis (M.tb.), simian immunodeficiency virus (SIV),
simian type D retrovirus (SRV), herpes B virus/Cercopithecine herpesvirus 1 (CHV-1),
and simian T cell lymphotropic/leukemia virus (STLV). SIV, SRV, and STLV are
belonged to Simian Retroviruses.

To understand the prevalence of simian retrovirus infection in macaques and the
possibility to set up macaques as experimental animals in Taiwan, we used
commercial kits to detect antibodies of CHV-1, SIV, SRV, STLV-1, and measles. In 66
sera, the prevalence of SIV, SRV and STLV-1 antibody were 0%, 0%, and 1.5%,
respectively. These results indicated it is possible to establish SPF NHPs in Taiwan.



