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China annual conference on rabies and inspection report
on veal production system in the Netherlands

Shu-Hwae LEE
Abstract

China 2013 annual conference on rabies was held on April 11 to 12 in Shanghai.
About 280 participants including researchers of Chinese Center for Disease Control
Prevention, Chinese animal epidemic prevention and control center, Chinese
Academy of Agricultural Sciences, China Institute of Veterinary, Chinese Preventive
Medicine Association and Agricultural Universities, and public health physicians and
veterinary practicians and experts jointed. Forty-five topics including progress
research on rabies, prevention strategies and control status of China, prevention and
control strategies and epidemic trends of rabies in animals, the U.S. experience in
rabies surveillance, rabies monitoring, characteristics bat rabies, genetic analysis of
swine rabies virus, epidemic and virus characteristics of rabies in wildlife, rabies
vaccine have been presented and broadly discussed. The experts acknowledge
strengthening vaccination of dogs is the only means to control human rabies. A
protective shield for human could only be formed when canine vaccination rate
reaches 70% or higher. And the establishment of animal and human interdisciplinary
multi-sectoral joint control for rabies is essential to control the spreading of rabies.
Statistics show that in recent years, rabies epidemic in China Southern and eastern
regions remains high also spreads to the Central Plains and northern regions. Infection
with rabies in different species of livestock, such as pigs, cattle, sheep and deer etc., is
gradually increasing, and lethal cases have been reported in human bitten by rabid
animals.

Investigation over the Dutch veal production systems was carried out during
October 15 to 25, 2013. Although 88 cases of BSE, including 84 cases of typical BSE,
4 cases of atypical BSE (2 cases of L-type and 1 case of H-type), and final one case of
BSE was discovered in 2010 in cattle which was born in 2001 were reported. The
Netherlands BSE risk control is believed to be international standards, which has been
recognized by OIE in may 2013 and be listed in negligible BSE risk countries (BSE
negligible risk country). NVWA (under the Dutch Ministry of Economic Affairs) is
responsible for animal quarantine and animal food safety, and the identity and tracing
back systems of the animal are well-established. In case of disease or food safety
problems, the source of them may be controlled and risk control is initiated within 48
hours. It is worth to learn for us. Dutch cow membership management system is
well-established, too. Very advanced processing is applied for carcasses of dead
animals which is localized by satellite, animal carcasses recovery can be monitored
instantly, and messages and epidemic of animal disease can then be put under control
easily. Concept of animal welfare is wide accepted by Dutch people. Considerable
consensus is established from producers to consumers, and there is a clear rulemaking
will allow businesses to comply with. It is worth for us to follow. Currently, the
Netherlands, Japan, the United States and Italy and other countries have been
acknowledged as negligible BSE risk countries by OIE. Although no BSE case has
been detected in Taiwan, it is listed as a BSE risk-controlled country. It is far behind
many of the aforementioned BSE cases countries, and it is time to consider to
up-grade the level of risk of Taiwan.



