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Detection of simian T-cell lymphotropic virus

Chyi-Sing, Hwang
Abstract
To set up healthy macaques for experimental uses, viral diseases in macaque were
detected. In published studies, serum samples were first screened for the presence of
simian T-cell lymphotropic virus (STLV) antibodies by enzyme-linked
immunosorbent assay (ELISA), immunofluorescence assay (IFA), or particle
agglutination (PA) tests. Positive or borderline samples were then tested by Western
blot assay. The previous result tested by commercial ELISA kits showed one
suspected case of STLV-seropositive. The suspected STLV serum sample was tested
by Western blot assay and the result was negative. It has been found presence of
antigen, but absence of antibody in latent infection of STLV. To investigate the
presence of STLV antigen in macaques, the proviral DNA of STLV was detected by
PCR. All blood samples were negative. According to the results of ELISA, Western
blot, and PCR, these macaques did not carry STLV and infect with STLV. The

STLV-free macaques can be used for experimental purposes.



