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Recommendation for Revision of Caprine and Ovine

Tuberculosis Test in Taiwan

Biology Division
Chien-Chih Wu
Abstract

The official method to detect caprine and ovine tuberculosis in Taiwan is based
on the tuberculin test, which has been a standard method and used worldwide.
However, the testing protocol was brief and difficult to perform. To facilitate the
eradication program of caprine and ovine tuberculosis, it is necessary to revise the
tuberculosis test protocol to be convenient, labor-saving, and in accordance with
international trend. The revision draft of caprine and ovine tuberculosis test was
achieved by adopting the official protocols in OIE manual and those used in
developed countries, including USA, UK, Australia, Canada, and Japan. Not only the
subcutaneous and cervical intradermal injection methods were removed, but the
comparative tuberculin test was added. Further, the interpretation of the caudal fold
test was revised from measuring skin thickness to palpating or observing change. In
addition, the associated techniques and concentration of tuberculin were subsumed in
the revision draft, referring to the present bovine tuberculosis test protocol. In the
future, we will look for a consensus of opinion on the revision draft of caprine and
ovine tuberculosis test among the industry, the academic and government, and plan to

draw up a tuberculosis test protocol for deer in Taiwan.



