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Isolation of Mycobacterium spp. Ruminants in Taiwan

Shiau, 3.R,, W.M. Chang, S.H. Lee, Y.H. Yang
and S.J. Chen

Taiwan Provincial Research Institute for Animal Health
SUMMARY

From July 1988 to June 1989, 224 diary cows, 18 milk goats and 18 deer which
all gave a positive reaction in tuberculin skin test were examined for Mycobacterium
spp. infection. Ninety seven strians of M. bovis, 2 strains of M. avium complex and
3 strains of Runyon IV were isolated from 100 cows with gross lesions. Five strains
of M. bovis and 4 strains of M. avium complex were 1501ated from 9 milk goats
with gross lesions, Nine strains of M. bovis and 2 stram.s of M avium complex were
isolated from [l deer with gross lesions. The percentage of cows with gross lesions

was lower than before. It was attributed to the policy of eradication. However,
high occurance of tuberculosis of milk goat and deer needed to be paid more atte-

tion on it.
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