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The Detection of Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease Virus Contamination in Lapinized
Hog Cholera Vaccines

M. J. Kwang*, S.M.Lin, Y.F Tseng, H.LinandS.Y.Lin

National Institute for Animal Health, Council of Agriculture, Executive Yuan

SUMMARY

A reverse transcription-polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) assay was developed to detect the
contamination of rabbit haemorrhagic disease virus (RHDV) in lapinized hog cholera vaccine. Two
primer sets, RHDV-P1/RHDV-P2 and RHDV-P5/RHDV-P6, were used for the RT-PCR producing two
DNA fragments, 658 bp and 261 bp, respectively. No RHDV was detected in 105 lots of lapinized hog
cholera vaccine collected from 1998 to 1999. In control studies, SPF pigs received RHDV did not
develop any symptom and no RHDV activity was detected by RT-PCR, however rabbit received low
titer of RHDV resulted in persistent infection.

Keywords: Polymerase chain reaction, Rabbit haemorrhagic disease virus, Lapinized hog cholera
vaccine

* Corresponding Author
National Institute for Animal Health



